27 Mar 09
Update #11
Aloha Family and Friends,


Time really flies when we are busy!  It has not been quite two weeks again, but nearly so.  Let me tell you, your family members and our shipmates have been really doing well out here.   Some of the highlights follow:  

Shortly after our last letter, we needed to get gas again and more importantly, the ship carried 47 pallets of food, parts and mail.  Specifically, 1000 lbs of Mail!  Email is great and the phones are fantastic because we can talk to you and hear the excitement in your voices as you describe your day or some specific event.  For a few moments, we slip away from our surroundings and think about our lives at home.  It is great and we remember it throughout the day.  Despite all the technology, mail is still the best thing going!  The anticipation of 1000 lbs of mail and then going to the mess decks and seeing the stacks of boxes and letters brings a smile to everyone aboard.  A letter can be reread over and over again – the packages are great!  Since I last posted an update, we received 1000+ lbs of mail underway, we pulled in to Singapore for a day (more on that in a minute) and received 500+ lbs of mail and just two days ago, we received another 500+ lbs of mail in Thailand – from all of us to all of you – THANK YOU!  It makes a difference every day.

One special note:  Back in Hawaii, we offered a ship tour to Girl Scout Troop #848.  They took us up on the offer and walked all over the ship.  They certainly enjoyed the occasion and we enjoyed having them aboard.  Little did we know what that tour would start.  Our Troop (you will see in a moment why I can say that) decided that they would adopt our ship and when I heard that, I smiled.  I thought, that is nice but it will be hard to really make an impact on our crew because we are now nearly 300 strong and they are 13.  That is right, we are 20x larger!  Not to be deterred, they have a plan and they are executing it incredibly well – hopefully one of these days they will all decide to join the Navy and I can add them to our outstanding crew!  Thus far, we have received 250+ Easter Eggs, each filled with candy which we are holding until Easter, 250+ boxes of Girl Scout cookies, and 250+ filled out post cards each with several Heresies’ Kisses attached to them.  The cards and kisses have been a great hit and I am sure the Girl Scout cookies will be a hit in the future.  Troop #848 – THANK YOU!

After the UNREP, we continued in the direction of Singapore and the busiest strait in the world (the Strait of Malacca).  The night before our arrival, two boards took place, an ESWS and 3 SWO boards.  The boards were tough and our shipmates demonstrated great knowledge – they passed.  Our newest Surface Warriors were pinned the next morning.  
GM1 Joseph Weingarten

LTJG Chris Lollini

ENS Daryl Dawson

ENS Mark Howell

That afternoon, we pulled into Singapore for a very short stay – just long enough to pick up some parts, have some maintenance done, and paint the side of the ship.  It was a very busy 30 hours, but also very worthwhile.  Some of our crew were able to explore Singapore for the evening and they made the most of the experience.  

And then we were underway again, and this time, Phuket Thailand and our crew could not be happier.  The transit was quick and easy and before long, we were back in port for some well earned liberty.  Phuket has a broad spectrum of options to keep our shipmates busy.  Many of our crewmembers took advantage of the tours – most did the elephant riding and white water rafting tour.  At least 60 of our shipmates rode an elephant on one of the four days and while I was aboard every night, many of our crewmembers took the opportunity to stay in a hotel for an evening.  When you sleep three high and on a 6” mattress every night, sometimes a room with a normal bed where you have an easy ability to turn over without falling out makes a huge different.

Often when the US Navy pulls into ports, just as we do at home partnering with a local school, we send 20-30 people on each of two separate days to help complete a special project.  Both days it turned out we were asked to paint a school.  We looked at each other and smiled – we are in the United States Navy and we paint every day!  Sometimes we joke that if something stays still long enough, it will be Haze Gray before you know it!  Well, our sailors did a great job and the school staff at each school was very appreciative of our effort.  It is great to give back to the community and it is important work because our little school effort has significant impact on the successful diplomacy at a national level.

The stories about Thailand will continue to come out over the next few weeks.  For now, we are in a new ocean and executing as before, with total focus, dedication and professionalism.  We completed a night UNREP the day we got underway and it was beautiful.  Beautiful because our team executed very smartly the moon was dark and the stars were brilliant!

It has been a great couple of weeks aboard CHUNG-HOON.  We all wish we could be home with you, however, if we are going to be out here, we will continue to drive success in every event we complete.

IMUA E NA KOA KAI (Go Forward Sea Warriors!).  We look forward to our return.

Very Respectfully,

Mike McCartney
